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The 
evolution of  
the program

David Blankenhorn, founder of  Braver Angels, 
invited by CLE to speak at VMI in 2017. 
CLE hosted four concurrent Braver Angels debates 
in the Leadership conference in 2021. 

Collaboration between Building BRIDGEs Club and 
CLE (starting in 2021); invitation to be a community 
of  practice for the Templeton Project in Fall 2021. 

Since then, 5 Post-wide debates (one of  which 
intercollegiate), lunch debates, introductory training 
about Braver Angels debates. 





• Our goals
• Create a brave space for meaningful 

and genuine conversations on 
important and sometimes 
challenging topics

• Enhance our students’ listening 
skills

• Good leaders are also good 
listeners

• Teach our students to have empathy 
toward others 

• Demonstrate civil discourse 
techniques



Building a community of  
practice: 

- three faculty/staff  fellows

- four cadet fellows

- training 

- new initiatives



• “This type of  debate opens them up to the possibility that people who disagree with 
them are not adversaries, they’re just interesting human beings who have a different 
point of  view.”

• “VMI has become a vibrant, self-sustaining community of  practice in our program, 
and its initiative in introducing Braver Angels debates and civil discourse to other 
colleges in the surrounding area is exemplary for the nation.”

• Doug Sprei, ACTA’s VP of  Campus Partnerships and Director of  the 
College Debates and Discourse Alliance


